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OBSERVAJXE OF GAXE LAWS 
ESSENTIAL TO FUTURE HUNTING 

-------- 
V. C. Renderson, Associate Chief of Biological Survey 

Explains Reasons for Reduction of Bag Limits 
---- 

The only immediate relief that can be given the 

wild fowl of North Amerfcd at the present time is to limit the kill by re- 

strictions on the hunting season. Such limitation is one of three methods 

stated as available to insure the welfare of the migratory game birds of the 

country, by 1. C. Henderson, associate chief of the Bureau of Biological Survey, 

U. S. De;Jartr.;ent of @ iculture, in an address in Boston, V4sscchu:l~ttc, Janu- 

ary 16 at the annual meeting of the Federation of the Bird Clubs of i!Jew Eng- 

i land. Other methods are being followed, such as establishing breeding refuges 

in the Nortn, so as to increase the j?roduction of the various species, and pro- 

viding resting and feeding sanctuaries along migration routes and in wintering 

grounds of the birds in the Southern States, for some measure of protection dur- 

ing the hunting season, said I4r. Henderson. These two methods, however, will 

require a period of several years, but at present protection can be afforded 

Only 'by reducing the annual kill, he said. This, he developed, can be accom- 

plished both through necessary amendments to the present regulations and by 

more adequately enforcing the existing laws. 
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“Klile the difficult.ies of enforcement ‘have greatly increased in the 

last ten years, ‘1 said Mr. iienderson, l~there has not been a proport?onate stre.p&h- 

enins of the enforcement arm to keep pace with the inc.reased cost of patrolling 

and investigational work of the Federal game prctectors. In spite of an inade- 

quate force of protectors, however, their work has brought about many noticeable 

benefit5. 

“Studies made by the Biological Survey in the last three years indicate 

tnat wild. fowl have not been holding their own, and that additional measures for 

their protect>.on must be adopted if their numbers are to be maintained. This 

decrease is dxe in large measure, II he said, “to drainage of wild-fowl concentra- 

tion areas and limiting of the breeding grounds of birds by agricultural occupa- 

tion, to tie ease with which gunners can reach x;G.ld-fowl centers over improved 

reads and by use of automobiles and motor boats, and to the increasing eifective- 

ness of devices used in hunting. 

“It is inevitable that agiculture and human occupation rfill more and more 

encroach on t:;e wild-fowl breeding areas. $hile we are awaiting the est:;blish- 

ment of bird refuges, however, we can meet present emergencies by restrictixs on 

hunting. 

It Tk?-e recent amendments to tile regulations under the Migratory 3ird Treaty 

Act affecting bag limits, vinich were made following recommendations of the 3i.O- 

logical Survey, vpill lessen the kill on important winter concentration areas Of 

the birds. Dzing the coming hunting season the effect of the new amendments 

will be watched carefully ‘uy the Biological Survey. It is possible that addi- 

tional restrictions may be found necessary to safegmrd the birds--contingelt 

3pon the failure of these new regulations to accomplish the desired resillt. 

Among ot3er methods that have received the consideration of the Ziolocical kr- 

vey are: Shortening tLe open seasons, establishing rest days, making further 
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restrictions in tke use of devices iloY allowd in the ta’-ing of d-X:SS and geese, 

and lizitiag the artificial net-?ods of bringing Lirds 17ithin range of the s;:oot- 

int; sta;iSs. 

“If ac’ditional ckan,es siov.li; be recommel~:ed, -Zke c ouct ry ,nay- be as szed 

that it nil1 2e only after the ~lost Cai~efUl attention to all phases o? the situa- 

tion. Ii1 recoixiiending the most recent c&ni;es the Siolo,ical Survey was gov- 

erned b;- tkis :?clicy, and while extremists Oil both sides of the qilestion are in 

many res;jects inclined to criticize tile action taken, it should be borne in 

mind that it has rJeen necessary for the b;Lreau to ;oroceed conservatively--not 

so rapidly as some l:‘ould urge and yet more drastically tLan many o;>ponents of 

hunting restrictions desire. 

“Tile decision of the bureau to recommend the c&n;es recently a:J;>roved 

was jased on facts carefully ;at&red and developed. At this time there is no 

other organization in the countq- in ;sossesslon of as much inf0rmatiOil relating 

to lvild-fo.71 conditions in Forth America as the Biological Survey.. - The 

0pponeGts of the ;?reseilt regulations and others who are urging still more drastic 

restrictions can be in possession of only 1Llited information by comparison. 

The 3iological S-xxey, however, ,nust be acquainted with all phases of the Trob- 

lem--lohases t&t concern the food resoxxes of aild fowl, their mi,-ratorg 

habits, and their abundance, and other infortilation that can be developed only 

from re;)orts of agents of the bureau and other reliable observers widely dis- 

trib-lted throwhout Xorth Afllerics. 

“Ye need sound public sentiment in favor of the observance of the law, 

and ~:~illin;;~ess on the nart of soortsxen and conservationists to adopt all the 

restrictions that are necessaFJ to the preservation of the :vild fotvl, ” said 

Mr. Yen<-erson. 
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